March 2026 116" Edition

BROMHAM BROADSHEET

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

First Race 1pm

Race 1 - Business Ducks Race - 1** Place Trophy
Race 2 - Children’s Decorated Duck Race - 1** Place - Trophy/Cash Prize
Race 3 - Duck Race - 1** Place £250, 2" Place £100, 3" Place £50

Tickets for the Duck Race are £1 per duck - buy from Parish Council Office or on the day

Childrens Ducks to decorate £5.00 - buy in advance from Parish Council Office

Opposite
Bromham

Mill

Bromham Parish Council The ®
01234 828851
Bromham Village Hall, Village Road, Bromham,

Bedford MK43 8JP

Julie@bromhamparish.co.uk \/\

molly@bromhamparish.co.uk BROMHAM




From Your Ward Councillors

Dear Residents,

It has been an interesting three months at Bedford Borough Council and there is much that we are keen to
share with you.

Firstly, the Planning Committee has rejected the planning application for the land north of Northampton
Road. This application would have seen another 179 houses built in our village and meant that Bromham
would have grown by approximately 50% in just five to ten years - an absolutely staggering level of
development that would have fundamentally changed the character of our community.

Thanks to the tireless intervention of your Parish Council and other concerned residents who made their
voices heard, Robert and | were able to work closely with the Planning Committee to get the development
rejected. This is a significant victory for our village and demonstrates what can be achieved when the
community comes together to fight inappropriate development.

However, we must be ever vigilant of the risk that this application comes back in the form of a planning
appeal by the developer. If it does - and experience suggests it might - then rest assured that we will let you
know immediately and do whatever we can to oppose it again with the same determination and vigour. We
will not let Bromham be overwhelmed by inappropriate over-development.

Secondly, we have had the excellent news that Universal Destinations and Experiences are coming to
Bedford Borough. On the 16th December 2025, the Government confirmed that the Universal Project was
granted a Special Development Order by Parliament that came into force on the 12th January 2026. This
represents a truly fantastic opportunity for our entire region and will create an estimated 20,000 jobs during
the construction phase, followed by a further 8,000 permanent jobs when the theme park becomes
operational.

Finally, we have the new food waste collections expansion. You should all now also be receiving your food
waste caddies in preparation for the new weekly collection service. There are two containers in each set - a
small caddy for convenient use in your kitchen and a larger, lockable caddy designed for outside collection
to keep pests away. Collections will begin on the 30th of March this year, making it easier than ever to recycle
food waste and help protect our environment.

If you have not received your caddy by now, or if you have received one and would like to return it for any
reason, please do get in touch and we will resolve asap. Kindest regards,

Cllr Dylan Simmons (dylan.simmons@bedford.gov.uk)

Cllr Robert Rigby (robert.rigby@bedford.gov.uk)

Bromham Planning Applications Updates

Planning Application for Bromham Mill - 25/01544/FUL & 25/01545/LBC

The Planning application for Bromham Mill was approved at the Bedford Borough Council Planning Committee on 8
December 2025. Professionals are working to discharge the planning conditions and next steps are being considered by
Parish Councillors.

Planning Application for 24/00810/MAO Land South of Northampton Road, Outline Planning permission with all matters
reserved except the means of access via Northampton Road for up to 315 new homes (Use Class C3{), Retirement Living
Scheme up to 50 flats for residents over 55, 0.2 hectares of land safeguarded for a GP Surgery, convenience store with
associated car parking including charging points for electric vehicles, public open space, teenage play, outdoor trim trail,
play areas and ancillary uses. - Approved atBedford Borough Council planning committee 17 November 2025.

The BBC Planning meeting 19" January demonstrated what our village can achieve when the community comes together.
Around 50 residents attended, alongside members of the Parish Council, Ward Councillors, Scout leaders and other
supporters, to express concerns about the proposed North of Northampton Road planning application. Following this
strong show of community engagement, the Borough Councillors voted unanimously to reject the application.

This outcome helps to protect the wellbeing of the ponies at Elizabeth Curtis Riding for the Disabled and safeguards the
historic Leslie Sell Centre, which has played an important role in local Scouting and wider community life for generations
and protects the character of our village.

Sincere thanks go to everyone who contributed — those who spoke at the meeting, those who attended in support, and
those who worked behind the scenes. Every contribution mattered. The level of engagement reflected the strength of
feeling within the village and highlighted how much we value our shared spaces, local heritage and the people who
depend on them.

The decision serves as a reminder that respectful, collective action and a shared sense of purpose can make a real
difference in shaping the future of our community.



Mill Maintenance

Bromham Mill has recently benefited
from expert attention, with a local
heritage preservation specialist
undertaking vital restoration work on
areas of timber decay at the rear of the
building. This careful maintenance not
only safeguards the fabric of this much-
loved landmark but also ensures it
continues to provide a welcoming home
for the Mill Coffee Shop

AT THE MILL

LIVE MUSIC FROM 6:00 PM

GUEST FOOD TRUCKS & BAR 4 - 9 PM
8™ MAY-28"T" AUGUST

STAY UP TO DATE
VIA OUR WEBSITE

WWW.THEMILLCOFFEESHOP.CO.UK



https://www.villagerbus.uk/route-vl5b-carlton-stevington-bromham-turvey-cold-brayfield-olney-market/
https://www.villagerbus.uk/route-vl5b-carlton-stevington-bromham-turvey-cold-brayfield-olney-market/

Bromham Community Awards 2026

Many people work tirelessly for their community and make a real difference to the lives of others. Bromham Parish
Council would like to recognise and thank individuals, groups, and organisations who have made valuable
contributions to village life in Bromham.

Residents are invited to nominate any individual or group they feel deserves recognition for their efforts. The Parish
Council will also consider nominations for a Lifetime Achievement Award, presented to someone who has
demonstrated a long-standing commitment to Bromham.

Awards will be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting on BLANK
Nominations can be made by completing the form below and returning it to Bromham Parish Council, Bromham
Village Hall, Village Road, Bromham, or by email to molly@bromhamparish.co.uk

| would like to
nominate:

Contact email:

Address

Reason for
nomination:

Your name

Email

Address

Signiture

Date

BROMHAMUTD AFC

We are proud to provide football opportunities for 126 girls,
301 boys and a thriving adult section.

We are passlonate about growing our girls only
pregramme and hope to intreduce new UE, U8

Bromham Mill Nature Club and U8 groups. This season we are delighted to
. . offer mixed football for US[U7 players.
The children of Bromham Mill Nature Club
. We rely on the support of volunteers. If you are
had a talk about swifts. They made a card interested in getting involved please get in touch.
swift to take home. The club is planning to N T e e R T e
make swift boxes later in the year to help providing affordable opportiunties for all. We are
. . always looking for sponsors who would like to
Swift Conservation. Go to make a real difference in their community.

https:/mwww.rspb.org.uk/helping-
nature/what-we-do/protecting-species-and-
habitats/swift-conservation-take-part-in- f you are looking for football for your child, our coaches can be contacted

swift-ma pper to see how you can do your bit! i y through our club website www.bromhamunitedafe.co.uk




The Almonds Pre-School

A Great Start for Your Child 4_Ap ril 2026
@The Mill

Are you looking for a warm, nurturing environment for
your young child?
The Almonds Pre-School is located in the spacious,
well-equipped village hall at the heart of the
community. We are open from 9:00am to 1:00pm S
during term time, offering up to 20 hours of childcare EGG HUNT
per week for children aged 2 years and over.
We provide a safe, stimulating place to play and learn,
delivered by long-serving, experienced staff who are
passionate about early childhood education. /
We believe that early education lays the foundation for
a child'’s future, and at The Almonds Pre-School, we // ‘ 2
focus on “Learning Through Play” to make sure every ’
child is happy, supported, and ready for school. ( ‘
Interested?

Visit our website or call us during opening hours (9am-
Iom) on 07729 583331 to arrange a Visit — we'd love to
show you around and answer any questions.
Alternatively, you can contact Mrs Russell at any other
time on

BROMHAM TODDLERS (& TIDDLERS)
Charity No: 1031617
We meet in the Baptist Church Hall on a Tuesday morning (during
01234 85.779 6. . term time) from 9.30 - 11.30 am. We have toys/activities suitable for
We look forward to welcoming you and your child to new born up until 4 years. Cost is £2.50 for the first adult/child and 50p
our friendly and caring pre-school community! per subsequent adult/child (over 6 months). There is tea/coffee for
carers and a drink/biscuit for the little ones.
We finish with a song time, when adults and children sit together in a

Beds m Bromham Good Bm"&m’:“ circle and choose their favourite action song. There is a lovely sense of
E&Emm Neighbours Neighbours community within the group and we hope to see you there with your

i 1
Do YOU need any help with the following? little ones!

Our friendly volunteers have completed over 300 jobs in Volunteer Drivers Needed - Fuel Costs
the village, helping residents with a variety of tasks.

. d . Covered
#=sTransport - to a social event, doctors, dentist, shopping. i L. i .
Y% Light Gardening - weeding, mowing your lawn Do you enjoy drlvmg and helplng others?
() Form Filling, Letter Writing or Collecting Prescriptions Bromham Good Neighbours is always looking
o :f“a" Household Jobs - changing lightbulbs putting out for volunteer drivers to help local residents get
= bins i i i
wr Befriending - have a cuppa & a chat with a volunteer to appointments, social events and shopplng.
with similar interests. Drive as little or as often as suits you. Friendly

Please, let us help you by calling: support and a great team spirit. Make a real

difference in your own village.

07475 764322 07475 764322

Telephone line is open Monday -Friday (10am-4pm) bgns.committee@gmail.com

Or email us on: bgns.committee@gmail.com We'd love to hear from you
;E}C Bromham -~
" Bromham Good Neighbours - A Year to Celebrate Gﬂ%{ijgmﬂ ’

As we look back on 2025, everyone at Bromham Good Neighbours would like to say a huge thank you to our residents,
volunteers, supporters and local businesses. Our group continues to go from strength to strength, over the past year, we
carried out over 1300

jobs for residents across Bromham.

Our services are varied and designed to help with everyday life. These include lifts to social events, doctors, dentists and
shopping; light gardening; help with form filling and letter writing; collecting prescriptions; small household jobs such as
changing light bulbs or putting out bins and our much-valued befriending service offering a chat over a cup of tea is just
what's needed.

2025 was a busy and joyful year. Alongside our regular work, we held a popular Afternoon Tea in June (with the help of
Bromham WI) and the festive Mince Pies & Melodies in December as well as stalls at Bromham Show and Apple Day.
Mince Pies & Melodies was a wonderful afternoon, with the Village Hall beautifully decorated with Christmas trees and
artwork from the Playgroup. Around 50 clients enjoyed festive songs and poetry fromm Brommham Primary School, followed
by a lively sing-along with Tibbs Music 4 Memory, plus tea, coffee, mince pies and plenty of laughter.

Our sincere thanks go to Pam Kaur of Radfield Home Care for sponsoring the event and to Lidl and Sainsbury’s for
generously donating the mince pies. As always, our amazing volunteers made it all happen. If you'd like to get involved,
especially as a volunteer driver, please see the details below. We're looking forward to an even brighter 2026

Tel: 07475764322 email: bgns.committee@gmail.com



Bromham Conservation Group & Bromham Mill Volunteers

Conservation Group volunteers work on several green sites in the village following a work plan agreed with the parish
council. Winter is a busy time for conservation work while trees are dormant, wildlife is quiet and the spring flowers have yet
to appear, although bad weather often interrupts our plans.

Salem Thrift. Our main winter effort has been in this lovely area of ancient woodland behind Parklands. We have cut back
vegetation along the paths and rides to encourage spring flowers as well as clearing ditches to improve drainage and reduce
the mud. The hazel coppicing led by volunteer Barry Clarke has re-started, with re-growth from last year's exercise looking
good. We have planted hedge saplings around freshly coppiced areas to persuade visitors to stick to the designated paths
through this beautiful spring flower area.

Community Orchard. We have reduced nuisance brambles in this green space close to Parklands and have done some
essential winter pruning to keep the apple and pear trees healthy. The orchard is popular with both walkers and riders from
the nearby Elisabeth Curtis Centre.

Millennium Green Pond. We are planning time in February and March for this wildlife pond on the green at the top of Lower
Farm Road. To avoid disturbing resident wildlife, which includes great crested newts, we restrict our work here to removing
overgrown shrubs and reducing the boundary hedge to admit more light to the water.

Bromham Lake Local Nature Reserve. At this former quarry near the railway off Lower Farm Road we work closely with
Bedford Park Guardians and volunteers from Harrold-Odell Country Park. At this time of year, we concentrate on clearing
brambles and other vegetation obstructing the footpaths, with a couple of sessions planned for March before we leave the
birds and other wildlife in peace for the breeding season.

Volunteers meet at the Mill every Monday afternoon from 1:30 to 3:30, and always finish with a chat over coffee or tea and
biscuits. All volunteers give their time for free, but we also accept donation of spare tools or materials to support our work.

To receive our monthly email newsletter with details of forthcoming activities by both volunteer groups, contact Peter Argyle
on 01234 822698 or email bcg@peterargyle.plus.com.

MIL

RUN CLUB

SOCIAL«RUN«WALK

JOIN US ON THE FIRST SATURDAY OF
EVERY MONTH.

RUN OR WALK, THEN FINISH BACK
AT THE MILL FOR A REFUEL.

FEEAGEOJNIT N b

800AM ATTHE MILL
3K WALKERS - 5K RUNNERS - 10K RUNNERS

800AM AT THE MILL
3K WALKERS - SK RUNNERS - 10K RUNNERS

800AM ATTHE MILL
3K WALKERS - 5K RUNNERS - 10K RUNNERS

800AM AT THE MILL
3K WALKERS - SK RUNNERS - 10K RUNNERS




Bromham Village Hall Bar

NEED A VENUE?
BROMHAM VILLAGE HALL
OFFERS 3 VERSATILE SPACES
TO HIRE VISIT:
WWW.BROMHAMYVILLAGEHALL.COM
OR CALL:
07464 251731

Refurbishment

The Bar at Bromham Village Hall has been newly
refurbished and is now proudly run under new in-house
management. With a refreshed look and friendly service,
it’s the perfect addition to your next celebration or
community event.

The bar is available to book alongside hall hire, and we’re To book call: 07464 251731

pleased to offer flexible drink options — including
sourcing specific beverages on request.
Secure your date now and let us help you create a
fantastic event in the heart of the village.

St Owen’s Parish Church

TN Special Services & Events
Spring 2026

Sun 15th March- Mothering Sunday Family Service 10.30am
Alternative Mothering Sunday Service 3.00pm

Sun 29th March- Palm Sunday Family Service with donkey procession
10.30am St Leonard’s Stagsden

Fri 3rd April- Good Friday Children’s Crafts and Trail 10am- 12noon
Good Friday Service 2.00pm

Sun5th April-  Easter Sunday Family Commmumion Service with Easter Egg
Hunt 10.30am

Mon 4th May Messy Church Plus 11.30am- 1.30pm- fun for tamilies

For more details of any of these events please contact:
Administrator. Sarah Smale 07454 063540
administraton@bromhambenefice.org
Viecar: Rev Catherine Wilson 01234 825685
vicar@brom hambenefice.org

Facebook: CofE Benefice for Bromham, Oakley & Stagsden
@ Instagram: bromhambenefice

or go to

https://www.bromhamvillagehall.com/

CHILDREN’S GOOD FRIDAY
WORKSHOP

Good Friday
(3rd April)

e 10am to 12 noon
Arts & Crafts, a churchyard trail
and refreshments

5t Owen's Church, Bromham
Entry £3 (Children under 2 free)

[Chilldren must be accompanied at all times)
For more info see our Website :
& www.bromhambenefice.ong

ALTERNATIVE MOTHERING
SUNDAY SERVICE
For those that find Mothering
Sunday a difficult time.
Sun 15th March 3pm 5t Owen's
Retreshments after the service




NOT JUST TOR SHUTTERS
AWNINGS | SHUTTERS | ROOTF BLINDS

L]
(_S)éé[%b (S@,&c&m ALL TYPES OF BLINDS SUPPLIED & INSTALLED

www.shutter-solutions.co.uk

GET A QUOTI
01234 339995 |

A local friendly shutter specialist with over 15 years experience.
Offering competitive prices with no pressure quotes.

info@shutter-solutions.co.uk f @shuttersolutionsUK L, 01234 339995

SlimmingWorld
Bromham

MONDAY

5:30pm + 7PM*
Bromham CoE Primary School
Grange Lane, MK43 8NR
52 Weeks a year Including all Bank Holidays

Donna 07960 844280

Call for more info, or just come along to [NCA=LA
get started for 2026

if you're taking weight loss medications, we’re here for you, too...
The support you’ll find in our group will help you build healthy habits around food and fitness, so the
weight stays off long after the medication ends.



BLISS

Plumbing & Heating Lid

17185 CARPENTRY

We're a friendly,
experienced and
professional team. We are What do we cover?

fully insured and qualified. General Plumbing Maintenance @
Bathroom Renovations @
Gas Boilers @

Heating @

Specialising in kitchens, flooring,
doors and a range of bespoke

Always happy to help! .
storage solutions

Contact Us

p us ON
® 01234 860 220 coCIAL MEDIA!

© info@blissplumbing.co.uk Marlk Hill
© wwwblissplumbing.co.uk ~ H m

Tel: 07804 924177

3AKINGSwe :BAKINGSwe (BAKINGSwde :BAKINGSwde :BAKI A\'(iﬁwfe‘” Ema": topmarkcarpentry@gma“'com

flo ALLTYPES OF FLOORING
]23q|1§3pq[|’ IN THE HEART OF SILSOE

Monday to Friday

(5
il 08:30 - 16:00

70 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
OF SUPERIOR
FLOORING SERVICE

+ EXCELLENCE

* QUALITY

+ SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE

BAKINGSwle :BAKINGSwZe BAKINGCSw!e

Avoca House, Molivers Lane, Bromham, MK43 8]T
PPSONIIVE: 2775 ONDIVE: 775N DIVE: 2725 ONDIVE: 227725 ON Ve

MSONIIVU: 22772 ONINMV Az 22772 ONIMV

An impressive range of
traditional and contemporary
flioors for all budgets. Visit our tranquil showroom
Engineered Wood (herringbone, 01727 844408 silsoe@123flovor.co. uk
parquet), Laminate, Carpets, Stair - ’ e

Runners, Vinyl, Lusury Viny Tilss Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR
{Amtico, Kahrs) Morday Thursday & 3%m-5. 30 - Crher dys by appoinement

1ifior cowers Bk andl Herts with thowsinds more Samples i our St Albant shownoom,

WWW.BEDSFLOORS.CO.UK * WWW.123FLOOR.CO.UK

ODELL & SON
Plumbing & Heating
Local Family Run Business

It is with great pride and excitement that | write to introduce myself as the
new Headteacher at Bronham Church of England Primary School. Since
starting in September 2025, it has been a real privilege to get to know the
staff, children, parents and some of the local commmunity.

| believe that our school is more than just a place of learning and my hope is
that we can work together to become the cornerstone of the local
community. | hope to strengthen community links and explore
opportunities for us to support one another and work together, whether you
are a local business, a community group or resident.

Bromham is a really special place and | look forward to getting to know more

Install, Maintenance,
Service

For all gas appliances inc. boilers, cookers, gas fires,
diagnostic work, gas leaks and landlord safety checks.
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken from
dripping taps, bathroom suites, outside taps,

of you over the coming months. All work guaranteed leaks, to full Special Offer
We encourage prospective parents to book a tour of our school, please o.a.p. discounts heating systems.  for Brombam and
contact the school office to arrange a suitable date. Ho job too amall Sumounding Areas
Kind regards, 01234 855007 Boilers Serviced
Mrs Claire Matthews 07795821595 £60

Headteacher
37 Ridge Road, Kempston, Beds MIKK43 9B8S
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Debs

Professional Hairdressing, MGBT BROM HAM
:36:;:;1 ::‘d Eye lash extension OPE N
STUDIOS

2026

Nam-4pm | 14 June 2026

Mobile: 07717176786
Visit studios of Bromham artists,
makers and crafts people and
support local business

Email: Gro2cut@hotmail.co.uk

ff} £ Ceramics * Prints
. /{4 Fine Art » Housewares

Mind& Body

Tickets on sale for our final production...

e FHow Classes

HELPING YOU CREATE

A SUSTAINABLE HEALTHY LIFESTYLE S A UNIQUE RESTORATIVE
Contact: boxoffice @stantonbury.tove_org.uk or call 01908 32466 '~ EXPERIENCE

FRIDAYS - 2pm
MUSIC

Bromham Short Mat Bowling Club # A FUSION OF TAI CHI-STYLE

! L WARM-UP, FLOW & STRETCH,
PILATES, MINDFULNESS &
RELAXATION

Monday 2pm - 4.30pm

% POSITIVE INCLUSIVE GROUP

£75/6 Classes
£10/Taster
Contact:
E:wholelifewellbeinglifestyle@gmail.com

Bromham
Village Hall

Village Road
MK43 8JP

Tuesdays 7pm - 9.30pm

Bowls available and all abilities welcome.
First two sessions free and training will be given.
Refreshments at half time.
Telephone Sue Amor 01234 823610 or

. Ron Chapman on 01234 822755 for more information




Happy Easter

Bromham

Baptist
Church Tuesday, 24th March

4.00pm - Choc Crepes Café

Palm Sunday, 29th March
10.30am - Family Service

Tuesday, 315t March
2.30pm - Easter Egg Hunt

Good Friday, 3" April
12noon - Town Centre Service

Easter Sunday, 5t April
10.30am - Celebration Service

Wednesday, 29t April
7.00pm - Alpha Course

Hair-free —_

qal” . LUK romham Parish Counci
skinisa vibe LASER igiinloie i

G www.facebook.com/Bromhamparishcouncil

TIRED of endless waxing & shaving?? O i _
I — O | Instagram - @bromham_parish_council
Experience 30-40% reduction in hair from SESSION 1. Bromham Miu
All Skin types can be safely treated with our powerful
Alexandrite & ND:Yag hair removal laser - we use the ﬂ www.facebook.com/themill_bromham

Candela Gentlemax Pro AKA the BEST in the biz!
| dl Instagram - @themill_bromham

Brennan School of

BROMHAM DEAL* BROMHAM DEAL*

Underarms + Legs+ Underarms
Hollywood / Brazilian + Hollywood

Ulnderaarmms - 3 Sevaons
Only £55 per session From £100 per session
i Ne- wmeove
“groung & “quote Bromham Broadsheet to redeem v
Fazov rag. =L g =
o= Ty i
oy

Book your FREE laser hair removal patch test & consultation
—_—

Dance

IT STARTS WITH A SINGLE CLASS

Classes from 3 vears of age
Ballet, Moders, Tap, Musical Theatre, Jazz and
‘Contemporary.

Classes i Breanham snd Woottea

(07802 499880/ www.luxlaser.co.uk / @luxlaseruk / Bromham, Bedfordshire. Plsse cull B Trodiny s oo focSepaier 80

07974 458677 or Emadl & pmaileom



STUDIO 28]
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WHAT V?E OFFER

Sessions throughout the week which give a balance to your fithess. These
include Strength, Conditioning, Metcon, Pilates, Yoga, HYROX & Ride. A

Come and see what we're all about with a one month gym trial that gives
you access to unlimited gym classes.

COME SEE US... ONE MONTH

281 BEDFORD ROAD, KEMPSTON. MK42 8QB UNLIMITED TRIAL
OR CALL US FOR ONLY £36
TEL: 01234 608218 WITH CODE

OR VISIT OUR WEB
www.studio28l.co.uk BROMHAM2026!




